High-incidence of allelic loss at the rb gene locus in advanced human ovarian-cancer.
We examined 26 ovarian cancers for allelic losses at the loci of five tumor suppressor genes, p53, DCC, RB, APC and WT1. The loss of the p53 gene was most common among these five loci (13/20, 65%). The incidence of allelic loss at the RB locus was significantly higher in advanced stage (III-IV) (6/12, 50%) than in early stage (I-II) tumors (1/14, 7%). There were no cases in which the RB gene was lost but the p53 gene was retained. These results indicate that allelic loss of the RB gene locus occurs later than that of the p53 gene and plays a role in the progression of ovarian cancer.